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Happy Holidays everyone! 
 

Another year is coming to an end we celebrate another wonderful 

calendar year at Pittsfield.  Our children made memories with their 

friends and learned so many new things in their classes.  We are so 

fortunate to have our school and the community it creates for our 

students. 
 

Stay warm & be safe over this holiday break. Hopefully we’ll see you 

at the next PTO meeting on Tuesday January 12th.  Childcare will be 

provided.  Thank you to everyone who made this last PTO meeting so 

delightful with all the delicious snacks & treats.  
 

A nuestras familias de habla hispana, 
 

Estoy usando un servicio de traducción gratuito para este fin por 

favor, sé que no es perfecto, pero mi primer intento. 
 

Felices fiestas a todos! 
 

Otro año está llegando a su fin celebramos otra maravillosa del año 

calendario en Pittsfield. Nuestros niños hicieron recuerdos con sus 

amigos y aprendí muchas cosas nuevas en sus clases. Somos muy 

afortunados de tener a nuestra escuela y la comunidad que crea para 

nuestros estudiantes. 
 

Mantente caliente &Amp; estar seguro en esta escapada de 

vacaciones. Esperamos verle en la próxima reunión del PTO el martes 

12 de enero. Guardería será proporcionado. Gracias a todos los que 

hicieron de esta última reunión del PTO tan delicioso con todos los 

deliciosos aperitivos y golosinas. 

 

Happy Holidays! 

 

Lindsey Wolfe 

PTO Co-President 

December 21 – January 3 – Winter 

Break 

January 4 – School Resumes 

January 4-5 – Hearing and Vision 

Rescreens 

January 12 – PTO Meeting at 6 pm.  

January 18 – NO SCHOOL – MLK 

Jr. Day 

January 29 – Winter Dance 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 5  

SAVE THE DATE 
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Penguin Points… Messages from Principal Carol 

Shakarian December 2015 
 
Living Our Mission Statement – Pittsfield’s Mission 

Statement is powerful in its simplicity:  Achievement For 

All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting 

 

NWEA testing coming this January – We are checking 

student progress this January in reading and in mathematics 

by giving the NWEA on-line assessment at the mid-year 

point.  Kindergartners will be allowed their first experience 

in this on-line assessment.  We will encourage student goal 

setting, and all students will practice taking the on-line 

assessment to gain more familiarity with this interface.  

Student growth will not be reported at this mid-year mark.  

We will, however, provide NWEA student reports in June 

after students take the end-of-year assessment (growth is 

shown from Fall to Spring). 

 

Dressing for warmth in winter months – Children need to 

get out doors and play, and we do our very best to provide 

them time to play out-of-doors each and everyday.  We 

encourage parents to dress children to match the cold, winter 

season.  To go out-of-doors during recess, children need 

adequate clothing.  This means: a coat, hat, gloves and 

when the weather gets snowy, snow pants and boots (to 

play in the snow).  Without snow pants and boots, we will 

ask students to stay on the blacktop.  And without head 

cover, a warm coat, and gloves, we may ask your child to 

stay indoors.  

 

Community Partnerships - Each year we enjoy extremely 

helpful partnerships with our community.  Current 

partnerships include -  

 University of Michigan School of Education – The U of 

M School of Education provides us the ability to mentor 

student interns.  These student interns learn from our 

professional staff and in turn they provide additional 

opportunities for our children to learn. 

 

 

 University of Michigan School of Education – The U of 

M School of Education, in partnership with the Ann 

Arbor Public Schools, provides foreign language 

student interns to teach world language to students in 

grades 3 and 4. 

 University of Michigan School of L, S, & A – The U of 

M School of L, S, & A’s Social Work department 

provides us Project Community student volunteers who 

spend between 1.5 – 3 hours in a classroom per week.  

The students bring their desire to assist students in 

reading and math.  In addition, the Project Community 

students end their semester with a project that benefits 

the school in some way. We certainly appreciate the 

students’ dedication during the semester and the gift 

they leave our students. 

 University of Michigan School of L, S, & A – The U of 

M School of L, S. & A’s Psychology department 

provides student mentors that also work in the 

classroom with students. 

 Concordia College also provides pre-student teachers 

and student teaching interns during the school year. 

 The Pittsfield Grange is a long-standing community 

partner with Pittsfield Elementary School.  The 

Pittsfield Grange annually provides English and 

Spanish Dictionaries for each 3rd grade student.  This 

event is called “Words For Thirds”.  In addition, the 

Pittsfield Grange sponsors our annual Math/Science 

Family Fun Night and provides transportation each 

spring for our 3rd grade class’ field trip to Rural 

Education Days at the Washtenaw County Farm 

Council Grounds. 

 

We appreciate these, and all, community partnerships that 

make Pittsfield Elementary an excellent place to live and 

learn each day. 
 

Till Next Month, 
 

Principal Carol Shakarian 
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               Fundraising 

                  Spotlight  
 

                      
 

        Little Caesars Pizza Kits! 
 

Just in time for Super Bowl Sunday we will have our annual 

Little Caesars Pizza Kit Fundraiser!  Catalogs will go home 

with students the first week after Winter break starting on 

January 11th.  The sale will run through January 22nd! 
 

The following week you can pick up your pizza kits on 

February 3rd in the Multi-Purpose room after school.  We 

know this is a favorite of many so we look forward to a great 

fundraiser!  If you have any questions please contact me at 

the email below. 
 

Thank you, Marquita Casey Oden 

caseyodenfamily@gmail.com 
 

5th Grade Fun! 
 

The fifth grade students in Mrs. Parkus’ and Mr. Sims’ 

class, would like to thank the PTO and their parents for 

making our field trip to the Wild Swam Theater possible.     
 

We were fortunate to have front row seats to see the play “
Rosie the Riveter at Washtenaw Community College on 

November 13.   It was a great experience.   The students 

learned a history lesson about how the bombers for World 

War 11 were made.   Did you know that, these massive 

planes were made by women because the men had to go to 

war.  Did you know that the women called themselves Rosie 

the Riveter because they used rivet guns to assemble the 

planes.  Did you know that they could make one plane an 

hour.   Did you know that the women only made $1.00 an 

hour, and that was really good money back then.  Did you 

know that the Willow Run Bomber plant was in our 

community and was the biggest factory in the world?   
 

These are just a few things the students learned on their field 

trip to see “Rosie The Riveter.”  Thank you PTO and parents 

for your continued support.       
 

Joe Simms and JoAnn Parkus 

 

 

 

Clip Clip Clip! 
 

 
 

Congratulations Pittsfield families!!!  Over the 2016 

calendar year, we have earned $792 from Boxtops for 

Education!!  This is real money that goes right back to 

our students.  We collect Boxtops and Labels for 

Education all year long, so don't stop, keep on clipping 

and submitting!! 
 

Keep on collecting those Box Tops for Education and 

Labels for Education over the holidays.  And don't be 

afraid to get your family members in on the action- the 

more we collect, the more our kids will benefit!  Feel 

free to contact Stephanie Riegle (sgriegle@gmail.com) 

for more information or with specific questions. 
 

 

Winter Weather School Closing Protocol 
 

While we haven’t had to experience this yet this year, we 

all know it is only a matter of time!  Here is a refresher 

on what to expect! 
 

How is a school closing decision made? 
 

When bad weather is anticipated, AAPS works with the 

local WISD Transportation Department and the local police 

to continually make road checks. Transportation supervisors 

and AAPS facilities crews are out driving the roads and 

assessing road conditions. The AAPS district covers 125 

square miles, many of these in rural areas. Considerations 

include road conditions, amount of snow, will sidewalks be 

cleared and safe for walking, and is the temperature safe 

enough for students to walk to school or bus stops? AAPS 

facilities crew makes a recommendation based on all these 

factors to the Superintendent. This includes a discussion 

with neighboring districts. A decision is made no later than 

4:00 a.m. 
 

How are AAPS families informed? 
 

We will be notifying all families no later than 5:30 a.m. This 

will include a phone call and email to all AAPS students and 

staff. We know this is early, especially for elementary only 

families, but we also know many families need to make 

plans for a day off of school. We also notify local and 

Detroit radio stations and television stations. You can 

always find the closing list on Channels 2 (Fox), 4 (NBC), 

7 (ABC) and 14 (CBS) as well as all major radio stations in 

the Ann Arbor and Detroit area. We also post a notice on the 

district website (a2schools.org) and on the AAPS phone 

hotline (994-8684). 
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